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Abstract

Background: Despite its dazzling technological advances, the contemporary world grapples with a human crisis
born from the dominance of instrumental rationality and the coldness of interpersonal relations. In this context,
dialogue—as authentic conversation—emerges as a fundamental solution for fostering mutual understanding,
collective consciousness, and public reason. On this path, intellectuals, as bearers of critique and awareness, play
a key role in promoting a culture of dialogue and revitalizing the public sphere.

Aim: The aim of this research is to transform the abstract concept of "dialogue quality" into objective,
quantifiable, and analyzable indicators in order to measure and evaluate the health and authenticity of dialogue
within an influential social group (the intellectuals).

Method: Accordingly, the statistical population, based on the components of the theoretical framework, consisted
of all dialogues published in every issue of Ayin Monthly from 2004 to 2011 (issues 1 to 35) and every issue of
Iran-e Farda Monthly from 2014 to 2020 (issues 1 to 59). Purposive sampling continued until theoretical saturation
was achieved; meaning that the examination of subsequent samples yielded no new components or concepts in
the data, and the data became repetitive. This stage was accomplished upon the analysis of 14 samples. Content
analysis was selected as the research method, with the paragraph serving as the unit of analysis.

Results: According to the research findings, it can be stated that within the examined texts, dialogical indicators
were more prevalent than anti-dialogical indicators. Among the dialogical indicators, the principle of "honesty
and frankness" was employed more than other dialogical concepts. Conversely, among the anti-dialogical
indicators, the principle of "ignorance and certitude" (jahl wa iqan) was observed more than other principles.

Conclusions: The analysis revealed that intellectual dialogues have progressed in form (frankness and focus on
debate), but remain weak in substance (listening and avoidance of dogmatism). This gap between appearance and
depth signifies an unfinished transition from debate to genuine dialogue.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The contemporary world is grappling with a human crisis stemming from the dominance of
instrumental rationality and the coldness of interpersonal relations. In this context, authentic
dialogue emerges as a fundamental solution for fostering mutual understanding, collective
consciousness, and public reason. Intellectuals, as bearers of critique and awareness, play a key
role in promoting a culture of dialogue and revitalizing the public sphere. Despite profound
theorizing, a gap persists between the ideal of dialogue and its practical realization in Iran's
intellectual sphere. This study aimed to transform the abstract concept of "dialogue quality"
into objective, analyzable indicators and to assess the health and authenticity of dialogue
among Iranian intellectuals. The central question is where Iranian intellectual dialogues lie on
the spectrum between authentic dialogue and anti-dialogue.

Method

This qualitative study employed integrated (categorical) content analysis. The population
comprised all written dialogues (roundtables, symposia, critiques and responses) published in
Ayin Monthly (20042011, Issues 1-35) and /ran-e Farda Monthly (2014-2020, Issues 1-59).
Purposive sampling with maximum thematic diversity (politics, culture, ethics, society)
continued until theoretical saturation achieved after analyzing 14 samples. The unit of analysis
was the paragraph. Dialogical and anti-dialogical indicators, based on Nili's (2014) framework
and supplemented with emergent patterns from the analysis, were operationalized under three
dialogical principles (honesty/frankness, respect, perfectibility/listening) and three anti-
dialogical principles (ignorance/certitude, dissonance/violence, division/fragmentation). Data
analysis proceeded in three phases: open coding, quantification and validation, and integration
and interpretation. Inter-coder reliability was confirmed with Cohen's kappa of 0.86.

Results

Overall, 92-93% of the observed components were dialogical, and 7-8% were anti-dialogical.
Among dialogical indicators, the principle of "honesty and frankness" (2,329 instances) was
most used, with "focus on discussion and maintaining continuity" (1,023 instances) being the
most frequent single indicator. Conversely, "perfectibility and listening/suspension” (568
instances) was observed relatively less. Among anti-dialogical indicators, the principle of
"ignorance and certitude" (186 instances) was most prevalent, with "invalid
reasoning/overgeneralization" (79 instances) the most common. Emergent patterns identified
included "inviting to focus on discussion," "creating shared ideas and collective meaning," and
"being together and facing each other" on the dialogical side, and "acceleration in dialogue"
and "irrelevance and intellectual confusion" on the anti-dialogical side.

Discussion

The quantitative dominance of dialogical indicators aligns with previous findings (Nili, 2014)
and supports the gradual emergence of the "dialogue-oriented intellectual" (Ghanei Rad, 2018).
However, qualitative distribution reveals a dual picture: dialogues are strong in form
(frankness, reasoning, coherence) but weak in depth (active listening, suspending judgment,
co-creating meaning). This gap signifies an unfinished transition from the competitive logic of
debate to the participatory logic of dialogue. The predominance of "honesty and frankness"
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alongside weak "perfectibility" can be explained through Gardiner's (2004) distinction between
Habermas's (1981) rational approach and Bakhtin's fluid, empathetic approach; Iranian
intellectual dialogues are closer to the Habermasian model. Meanwhile, the prominent presence
of "ignorance and certitude" (especially overgeneralization and dogmatism) indicates persistent
hidden epistemic authority, distancing the practice from authentic Bakhtinian dialogue. These
findings resonate with studies identifying dialogue as the missing link in Iran's academic and
public sphere culture (Taherpour & Rabbani, 2019).

Conclusion

The study revealed that while Iranian intellectual dialogues exhibit the form of rational
conversation, they have yet to reach the depth of altruistic communicative action and genuine
dialogue. The mere quantitative dominance of positive indicators does not signify authentic
dialogue. Strengthening the "ethics of listening" and "epistemic humility" alongside expressive
skills is essential for transitioning from "parallel debates" to "productive dialogues" in Iran's
public sphere.

Limitations

The study was limited to written texts, precluding analysis of paralinguistic features (tone, body
language, interruption) and face-to-face dialogues. Access to complete archives and the
sensitivity of the topic posed additional constraints. The indicators used may not cover all
dimensions of dialogue.

Future Studies

Future research should conduct comparative analyses of dialogues in new media (podcasts,
video programs) and incorporate paralinguistic dimensions. Developing training workshops to
enhance active listening and epistemic humility, and creating digital archives of intellectual
dialogues, are recommended.
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